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ABSTRACT

India, a developing economy with huge population faces a major problem called
Unemployment. The development of an economy purely depends upon a highly motivated people who
are called as “Entrepreneurs” who are ready to take risk for achieving the growth of the country.
Entrepreneurs are the person who initiates the business concern, organize and controls all the
activities. The ultimate goal for the economic development is to bring about the improvement in
quality of life among the citizens of the country. The role of entrepreneurs is to create an environment
which is productive by optimum utilization of resources like men, machine, money and materials. To
initiate the Entrepreneurship Quality among the students, Government of India announces to start
Entrepreneurship Development cells in schools and colleges. The present paper focuses on
consequences of Entrepreneurship Development Cells among colleges in Madurai District.
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1.0 Introduction

Definition of Entrepreneurship:
Entrepreneurship involves a huge number which includes:
(@)  Perception of an Opportunity
(b)  Organizing a business concern
) Running a business concern with ever going and growing profit organization
Entrepreneurship involves a wide range of capabilities of a person who bears risk, to forecast
the future prospects of an organization, to organize the various factors involved in the production such
as land, labour and capital, to innovate new ideas and opportunities and to compete and meet the
unforeseen and adverse situation of the business.

Entrepreneurship in India
The Government of India encouraged Entrepreneurship by providing assistance through
import substitution policy, credit facilities etc... by set up of various agencies such as:
Small Industries Service Institute (SISI)
District Industries Centre (DIC)
Tamil Nadu Industrial Investment Corporation (T1IC)
Small Industries Development Organization (SIDCO)
Entrepreneurship Development and Innovation Institute (EDII)
The Government Setup the above mentioned agencies to promote the small industries and
enterprises apart from large industries.
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Entrepreneurship Development Cells

Entrepreneurship Development Cell (ED Cell) is created for the purpose to create awareness
about entrepreneurship in the minds of young Indians.
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The Entrepreneurship Development Cell organizes many entrepreneurship development programmes
to eliminate those who do not possess the basic capabilities for entering into business ventures, weed
out such persons and help develop latest facilities of those who possess potential for becoming
entrepreneurs.

2.0 Need for the Study

Government spends huge amount for the purpose of developing entrepreneurs in India. Most
of the funds are funds are spent through DST (Department of Science and Technology), AICTE (All
India Council for Technical Education), UGC (University Grants Commission), etc... to the
educational institution to set up Entrepreneurship Development Cells. The role and functions of
Entrepreneurship Development Cells are to develop the entrepreneurs in the colleges and universities.
This study focuses to identify the consequences of Entrepreneurship Development Cells of Colleges at
Madurai District in the present scenario

3.0 Statement of the Problem

The entrepreneurs are compelled to face the many challenges in the modern business world.
To bring a start up for the product, it is a very big task for the entrepreneurs. There is a rapid
development in small scale industries like manufacturing and service sectors. The basic initiation is
the process of making a prospect into an entrepreneur is identification of skilled capable youngsters
who possess the courage, confident and willingness to face and take risks. This study analyses the
roles and functions of Entrepreneurship Development Cells in Arts and Science Colleges of Madurai
District, which were created with an intention of promoting entrepreneurship among the students.

4.0 Review of Literature

1. Saif Siddiqui “In the rural area, the development plan should be made on the basis of vocational
pattern and a plan should not be imposed on all segments”.

2. Srinivas, G. “the importance of entrepreneurial education among the students is to spread the
message of entrepreneurship as one of the career option, teachers and mentors are very important to
play the role”.

3. Neal E. Thomberry “Large organizations focused on the term called corporate entrepreneurship and
organizes management development programs to identify the managers can act as an indeed and being
trained to act like entrepreneurs to create new value for the business”.

4. Ahmed, K. “the need of the various training programme is to create awareness and also to inculcate
the entrepreneurial opportunities and to develop entrepreneurial behaviour among the students”.

5. Ranade “The success rate was reduced due to business environment deficiencies but not due to
entrepreneurial inadequacy among the entrepreneurs. He also mentioned that the Entrepreneurship
Development Programme models will be more dynamic, flexible, to meet the requirements of
different economic, social and infrastructure strata existing in the country”.

5.0 Objectives of the Study

1. To study about the profile of Entrepreneurship Development Cells

2. To study about the various programmes organized by the Entrepreneurship Development Cells
3. To know about the working style of various Entrepreneurship Development Cells

4. To suggest the policy recommendations based on the objective findings.
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6.0 Research Methodology

Research Design used | Descriptive Research Design

for the study

Data Collection Method | Data is collected through primary as well as secondary sources.

e Through, questionnaire for the purpose of collecting primary
data from the Entrepreneurship Development Cells in Arts
and Science Colleges, Madurai.

e Secondary sources consist of books, periodicals, newspapers
and online resources.

Sample Size In  Madurai District, there are 15 Arts Colleges having

Entrepreneurship Development Cells are taken as samples

Sampling Method Census Sampling

7.0 Data Analysis, Interpretation and Hypothesis Testing:

The framed questionnaires were distributed to 25 Arts Colleges which are having
Entrepreneurship Development Cells. The statistical tools like Chi-square, One way ANOVA, Factor
analysis were used to analyze the study to bring out the significant relationship between variables.
Data Analysis and Interpretation:

» Demographic profile

« Reasons for not starting the business

* No. of Programmes organized

« Functions of ED Cells

* Types of Training provided by ED Cells
* Responsibilities of ED Cells

* Role of ED Cells

« Difficulties faced by ED Cells

Correlation between the Duration of Functioning of the ED Cells and Total number of
programmes organized

Variables R2 | Statistical Inference
Duration of Functioning of the ED Cells | 0.462** | P<0.01, Significant

Total number of programmes organized | 0.470** | P<0.01, Significant

**. Correlation is significant at 0.01level.

There is significant relationship between duration of functioning of the Entrepreneurship
Development Cell and the total number of programmes organized. Hence, the hypothesis is accepted.

8.0 Findings

1. Majority of the Colleges have been functioning the Entrepreneurship Development Cells less than 2
years.

2. The major funding agency for the colleges with ED Cells is University Grants Commission (UGC)
and Entrepreneurship Development and Innovation Institute (EDII).

3. There is a significant relationship between total number of programmes organized and the funds
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received by the EDII Cell.

4. There is a significant relationship between the ED Cells and ED programs which includes Faculty
Development Programme, E-Leader Workshop and Tamil Nadu Student Innovators Camp which are
organized by the ED Cells

5. The total number of Arts and Science Colleges in Madurai is 35. But only 15 Arts and Science
Colleges are having Entrepreneurship Development Cells and they actively organizes the programme
with a motive to create entrepreneurs.

6. The factors such as creativity ability of the trainers during the training programme, and their
experience, communication skills are extracted from the colleges that are having Entrepreneurship
Development Cells and they are grouped together based on the analysis and finally termed as best
quality of trainers during the training programme.

9.0 Suggestions

1. Participants (Students) involvement level in the programme shows the success of the training
programme. The ED Cells makes a proper planning and design the programme according to the
profile of the participant.

2. Proper advertisement for the programme should be made to make an outreach about the programme
to the participants.

3. Training programmes organized by the ED Cells should focuses on methodology of the training,
quality / capability of the trainers, infrastructural facilities and real practical exposure about the
environment.

4. Entrepreneurship is also acting a base tool for Economic Development. So, every college planned
to set up an ED Cell and organize valuable programme to develop the students as Entrepreneurs to the
Society.

10.0 Conclusion

Unemployment is a major problem in our country. The rate of unemployment is growing day
by day. The overcome the problem and also to develop the economy, the colleges and schools should
create awareness of Entrepreneurship among the students. All the Entrepreneurs are not born but they
can be made by inculcating the entrepreneurial skills.

The role of ED Cells is more important to develop the entrepreneurial quality among the
students. This research has concluded that the roles and functions of ED Cells should be functioned
effectively to make the students as entrepreneurs for developing the society and nation.
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